Autoimmune hepatitis.
Autoimmune hepatitis (AIH) is a necro-inflammatory disease that, untreated, carries a 3-year mortality rate of approximately 50%. In this last of a series of three articles, current knowledge regarding AIH is reviewed. The mode of presentation of AIH is variable: insidious onset with few if any symptoms, presenting with symptoms indistinguishable from that of any acute viral hepatitis, or onset with fulminate hepatitis. In AIH, hepatocytes become injured by various agents (such as a viral infection) and become antigenic, leading to a self-perpetuating antigen-antibody response with subsequent chronic liver disease. AIH is the only type of hepatitis that is responsive to corticosteroids. Occasionally, AIH develops after liver transplantation.